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TOWARD PERFECTION 


...We are an army of light, and nothing shall prevail against 
us. It remains for us to do what we know we have to do, and, 
it will be done, because everything that must pass will pass, 
and in those places where the sun is darkened, it will 
overcome. 

José Marti 


Between May and November of 1990 debates were held on the 
Call to the 4th Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba during 
which as many as three and a half million citizens took part in more 
than 800 000 assemblies. In every work or study center and on every 


block, the people expressed their concerns over national issues and 
one of the most controversial was that of People’s Power, an 
organization which was in need of greater improvement: 


To give more authority to constituency 
delegates. 


To give convincing replies to questions 
from the electorate. 


To report back effectively at assemblies. 


To improve, in all aspects, the functioning 
of the People’s Power bodies. 


“SALVAR LA PA 
We ATOR 
¥ EL SOCIALISMO , 


October 12, 1991. After wide-ranging debates at the Party’s 4th 
Congress, approval was given to the resolution on 
improving the organization and functioning 
of the People’s Power bodies. This passed to the 
National Assembly for analysis and final decision-making. 

July 10, 11 and 12, 1992. The 11th ordinary session of the 
National Assembly of People’s Power (the Cuban parliament) was 
held, which was One Of the most significant 
meetings. The Constitutional Reform Law was debated, which 
proposed Modifying 34 articles and bringing 
another 42 up-to-date, out of the original 141 


that made up the Constitution. 


The proposed modifications covered issues relating to the 
regulation of economic affairs, above all those concerning the 
organization of Cuban and foreign joint ventures and making foreign 


trade more flexible; the lay nature of the state; the change in 
the electoral system for electing, through 
direct and secret ballot, the deputies to the 
National Assembly and the delegates to the 


provincial assemblies; ang, finally, the planned 
integration with Latin America and the Caribbean. 


Similarly, members of government decided to include the 
resolution laid down by the ECO ’92 Earth Summit on the 
Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in June of 


1992 making Cuba the first country to include such objectives in its 
constitution. 


Following three days of debates, and 296 speeches, the 
Constitutional Reform Law was approved by nominal vote. That is, 
one by one the deputies cast their vote. 


The exchange of ideas on the different aspects included in the 
Bill were described by President Fidel Castro as an indication of the 
plurality of views within the single party. 


On October 29, 1992, the National Assembly met to discuss as 
the main issue, the improvement of the Cuban 
electoral system. 


The newly-approved Electoral Law ratified the fundamental 
democratic principle of previous legislation, this being that it is 
the people who propose and elect their 
representatives. 


Once more I must say that our system was very 
democratic right from the start. I remember the day 
it was decided that everything hinged on the problem 
of who did the nominating. That’s how the idea arose 
of the people nominating, that in each electoral 
district people should get together, propose and 
nominate, without intervention from the Party, the 
idea that the Party should not nominate... 


.-That’s how the constituencies came about, the 
nomination assemblies within these constituencies, 
the proposals and elections of delegates who would 
be making up the municipal assemblies. 


We had to reconcile the concept of a single party with 
this idea that the people should nominate and the 
people should elect. We had to make it work in 
practice, because what was known to exist in the 
world when there wasn’t a single party was a 


multiplicity of parties, and this was the only known 
procedure for carrying out elections. So we had to 
create something new, something more just, more 
equitable, more democratic, more pure, because our 
main concern was to preserve the purity of our 
electoral process and prevent any politicking or 
corruption from filtering in. 


..in our system millions of people can be proposed, 
millions of people have the opportunity to be 


proposed. They don’t have to be rich, they don’t have 
to be landowners, or great industrialists, or 
multi-millionaires. They don’t need money, they 
don’t need anything except decency and civic worth. 


I say millions because anyone can be proposed in the 
constituencies. Then the residents decide whether 
that person should be nominated, and then if they are 
nominated they can get as far as the National 
Assembly. That neighborhood resident can reach any 
position. 


* 
All the paragraphs that appear in bold are direct quotes from speeches 
given by President Fidel Castro on February 6; 11 and 20 and March 15, including 
his television appearance on March 1st, 1993. (Editor’s Note, 


What makes this law different and more advanced than others 
is the fact that delegates to the provincial 
assemblies and deputies to the National 
Assembly are elected through a free, direct 


and secret ballot. it also gives more power to the electoral 
commissions and sets up the candidacy commissions which allows for 
a broader participation by the grass roots organizations. 


The municipal delegates used to elect the provincial 
delegates and also used to elect the National 
Assembly deputies. This is democratic, absolutely 
nobody could criticize this. So, our system was very 
democratic and was already as democratic as it could 
be since the people both proposed the candidates and 
elected them. They proposed and elected them by 
direct vote at the municipal level but did not elect 
them directly at the higher levels, in other words at 
the provincial and National Assembly level. This is 
extremely important because the National Assembly 
is the supreme organ of state power. 


Our step forward, our challenge was to introduce 
direct elections for delegates to the provincial 
assemblies and for deputies to the National 
Assembly... 


— 


The idea for electing the National Assembly by direct 
and secret ballot came from the party. It was taken 


in the Congress’s preparatory commission and was 
put to the Congress... 


THE ELECTORAL COMMISSIONS CAME INTO 
BEING 


..Men are judged by their usefulness to others. 
José Marti 


A Council of State resolution of November 3, 1993, appointed 
those comrades who would work in the National Electoral 
Commission which was responsible for organizing, 
running and validating the elections for seats 


in the People’s Power bodies. It consisted of a 
president, a vice president, a secretary and 14 members. 


The provincial electoral commissions which 
organized, ran and oversaw the entire 


electoral process in the provinces were also 
convened. They were made up of a president, vice president, a 
secretary and 12 members. 


The municipal commissions, consisting of a 
president, vice president, secretary and 14 members, as part of their 


responsibilities, had to draw up the municipal 
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REPT 


electoral registers, oversee the nomination 
process for candidates to the municipal 
assemblies and also oversee the vote count in 
the district. 


The district electoral commissions convened 
only at election time were headed by a president, a secretary and 5 


members. Among their responsibilities was that of organizing 
and running the election of delegates to the 
provincial assembly and of deputies to the 
National Assembly in their electoral districts 
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and of counting the votes cast in those 
elections. 


The constituency electoral commissions, each 
having a president, a secretary and 3 members, organized, ran 
and presided over the assemblies where 
candidates were nominated, appointed the 
members of the electoral college boards and 
ensured that the count was effected by these 
latter. 


The National Electoral Commission controlled how 
special electoral commissions functioned and 
who their members were. 
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THAT ENORMOUS RESPONSIBILITY 


We delegate our authority because we cannot all exercise 
authority at the same time but it is ours and we have already 
tasted it and its advantages and justice and we shall not be 
parted from it. 

José Marti 


The assemblies to nominate candidates were held in the areas 
into which the constituency was divided, according to the number of 
inhabitants: a minimum of one or two when there were 759 or less 
and a maximum of 8 when there were more than 2800 residents. 


Their president was a member of the electoral commission and 
another member acted as secretary. 


Step taken in these assemblies: 


The President explained the importance of nominating 
candidates in our electoral system. 


The electors proposed candidates and 
explained their reasons. 


Proposals were put to an open vote (by raising 
hands).In each area the residents gave their approval to only one 
of the various candidates. 


The present Electoral Law requires the 
nomination of at least two candidates and of not 


more than eight, for each constituency. 
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Photographs and biographical sketches of the candidates must 
be posted in public places. 


During the nomination process care was taken to establish the 
merits, abilities and quality of the candidates, because delegates 
could some day represent the electors at the highest levels of 
government. 


Grass roots nomination assemblies: 
24 215 took place across the country, according to calculations 


78% of the population participated in these assemblies in which 
there were; 


28 474 candidates 19.7% under 30 years of age 
proposed 14.8% women 


.. Lhe grass roots delegates are nominated without 
any intervention of the Party, by the people convened 
in assemblies. From here come the delegates which 
make up the municipal assemblies of People’s 
Power... 


On December 20 and 27, (first and second rounds) with the 


direct and secret vote of more then 7 000 000 
electors: 


13 865 constituency 16.3% under 30 years of age 


MEIEEUIES 13.6% women 


were elected 
46.% reelected 
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On the 20th, 97. 


municipal constituency assemblies where dele 
more than 50% 


2% of the electorate voted and on the 27th, at 


gates did not obtain 
a second round was called where 86.6% voted. 
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NATIONAL CANDIDACY COMMISSION 


Information on elected delegates 


Elected delegates Women Young people 
Provinces Ist 2nd Total Ist 2nd_ ‘Total 1st 2nd Total 
round round round round round round 
Pinar del Rfo 1 223 1 224 127 127 215 1 216 
City of Havana 1265 1495 255 300 109 


we 
we 


142 
142 
147 
114 
245 
120 
103 
152 
119 
196 
208 
166 


Havana 993 153 153 140 
Matanzas 847 128 131 146 
Cienfuegos 552 85 113 
Villa Clara 1214 143 241 
S. Spiritus 675 118 
C. de Avila 648 103 
Camagiiey 910 152 
Las Tunas 713 119 
Holguin 1331 191 
Granma 1176 207 
Stgo. de Cuba 1210 157 
Guanténamo 773 173 178 
Isle of Youth 104 11 11 
TOTAL 13 865 2195 64 2259 


SOMO MOTTON FR KH KV 


NATIONAL CANDIDACY COMMISSION (CONTINUED) 
Information on elected delegates 


Reelected delegates 

Provinces 2nd Total 
round 

Pinar del Rfo 0 648 
City of Havana 
Havana 
Matanzas 
Cienfuegos 
Villa Clara 
S. Spiritus 
C. de Avila 
Camagiiey 
Las Tunas 
Holguin 
Granma 
Stgo. de Cuba 
Guanténamo 
Isle of Youth 
TOTAL 


tod 
~ 


0 
3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
3 
2 
4 


A large number of comrades worked voluntarily in this electoral 
process including children; who not only guarded the ballot boxes 
but also disseminated information. 


You have no idea the number of people who 
participated in these elections. I estimated that 
approximately half a million people have been 
involved in them; what with the electoral committees 
—I think they were 76 000—, members of the 
electoral boards, the ones that have to pretty 
everything up, to have everything well-organized with 
their registers, ballot boxes, everything —136 000 for 
this alone... 


Now, to this add the nominating committees at all 
levels —municipal, provincial and national—, add 
the cadres from the grass roots and the political 
organizations, all working for this process. I believe 
that the sum of half a million is a conservative figure. 
We could say that many of the workers were required 
for a whole month; all organizations were asked to 
provide helpers for the electoral process. 


THE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLIES WERE CONVENED 


.. there is a form of politics that is not a crime, which is the 
one that knows and promotes the attributes of the country 
for its well-being... 

José Marti 


According to article 103 of the Constitution of the Republic, the 
municipal assemblies are the highest local 
organizations of state power. 


They are vested with the highest authority of the State 
to carry out their functions in the areas of their responsi bility. 


Their mandate is based on the People’s 
Councils and with the initiative and full 
involvement of the population. 


They act in Conjunction with the grass roots 
and social organizations. 

169 municipal assemblies with 13 865 members 
were established on March 10, 1993, concluding the first stage of the 


general elections for People’s Power in Cuba. 
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To accomplish this the delegates elected by their 


fellow citizens were convened by the respective presidents of 
the municipal electoral commissions. 


Once the quorum was established, the composition of the 
assembly was established and the members sworn in. 


After the municipal assemblies were officially convened, they 
elected the presidents and vice presidents; a process chaired by the 
presidents of the municipal candidacy commissions of each locality, 
who established the grounds and submitted for approval the 


preliminary lists of candidates. Following this they held a 


secret vote for the election of president and vice president. The 
municipal assembly appointed the secretary. 


The municipal and provincial Assemblies of People’s Power are 
the ones in charge of appointing the members of the local 
administrations. They in turn manage the local organizations of 
production and services required to meet the economic, health, 
educational, cultural, sports and recreational needs within their 
respective jurisdictions. 


The local admininistrations are managed collectively by the 
presidents of the respective assemblies. 


The Council of Ministers is the highest executive and 
administrative body, and constitutes the nation’s government. 


In 1988 a new local government structure, the People’s 


Councils, was introduced experimentall ; mainly in suburban 
’ P y y 

and rural areas. Today they can be seen in cities, towns, villages and 
neighborhoods. 


The People’s Councils are made up of delegates elected at 
constituency level, who must choose their presidents among 
themselves. Representatives of the grass roots organizations and the 
area’s key institutions may also join the council. 

They represent the area in which they work and are at the same 
time representatives of the municipal, 
provincial and national People’s Power 


bodies. They are invested with the highest authority to carry out 
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their functions. They work toward efficiency in the 
development of the production and service 
industries, and meeting the population’s 
welfare, economic, educational, cultural and 


social needs. They coordinate, control, promote and supervise 
the activity of organizations in their action area. 


Following the elections on December 20 and 27 to vote for 
district delegates for a new period of two and a half years, and after 
the municipal assemblies had been formed, the renewal or 
ratification of the People’s Councils took place in their respective 
areas between January 10 and 24, 1993. 


.. there is no doubt that the creation of the Popular 
Councils was one of the Revolution’s great steps 
forward, an enormous advance, an extremely 
important contribution to the improvement of 
People’s Power. They are working wonders, 
especially in the provinces where a lot more can be 
done than in the capital, although a lot is being done 
in the capital. 
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AN ARDUOUS TASK 


The revolution in Cuba is not just a scheme; it is the island’s 
soul. It is not a conspiracy: it is the tacit and unanimous 
agreement of the purest and best in the country... 

José Marti 


The candidacy commissions implemented the 
earlier nomination process, that is to say they Were the ones 
who drew up and presented the lists of 
candidates for delegates to the provincial 
assemblies and for deputies to the National 
Assembly of People’s Power. 


At the municipal, provincial and national 
level these commissions were made up of 


representatives of grass roots organizations, 
such as the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR), 
the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions, (CTC), The 
Federation of Cuban Women (FMC), The National Association of 
Small Farmers (ANAP), The Federation of University Students 
(FEU) and the Federation of Students in Intermediate Education 
(FEEM). These representatives were appointed by the leadership 
of each organization on the request of the electoral commissions. 


They were chaired by a CTC member. 
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...We were setting out down a new road(...our starting 
point was a set of principles, a set of ideas that had 
to be tested against reality, against life. 


... They themselves needed to be created, the party did 
not provide their members: it was the grass roots 
organizations who provided the members for the 
candidacy commissions and who nominated their 
representatives at the national, provincial and 
municipal level; and it was the commissions who 
came up with the ideas of how they needed to do their 
job. We can’t say that these ideas were perfect, 
because this was the first time they were being put 
into practice. 
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Due to the growing number ot tasks facing the National 
Candidacy Commission in the electoral process, its membership was 
increased to 36. 


This commission’s work did not only consist of drawing up a list 
of those candidates proposed by each organization, but also of 
listening to the views of all possible institutions and of the delegates 


themselves. More than a million and a half people 


were consulted on this matter and thus arose a pool of 
between 60 000 and 70 000 potential candidates. The National 
Commission was faced with the arduous task: of choosing the 589 
candidates for deputies from among such worthy comrades in the 
first place, it had to choose the constituency delegates, up to 50% of 
whom, according to Electoral Law No. 72, had to be grass roots 
delegates and the rest chosen from well-known provincial figures and 
from people known throughout the nation for their outstanding 
records, be they students, workers, scientists, intellectuals, etc. 


— — ——— --— 


-- Our candidacy commissions consulted with a 
million and a half people, and I am given to 
understand that the pool of candidates which arose 
from this reached more than 60 000 persons, between 
60 000 and 70 000 people. You can see what a job it 
was choosing the candidates from among those tens 
of thousands of people who were proposed. 
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The commission, on the other hand, worked with the 
provincial commissions, since the other source of 
candidates for deputies to the National Assembly was 
well-known provincial figures and on that matter 
nobody could be better informed than the provinces 
themselves; and finally it had to choose people whose 
fame was national in scope, who would be 
indispensable in the National Assembly; people 
well-known throughout the country who had 
important responsibilities, people who were 
outstanding because of what they had achieved. 


In all of this, of course, the national leadership of the 
grass roots organizations played a fundamental role. 
The National Candidacy Commission calculated 
approximately how many candidates should come 
from the grass roots according to the law, how many 
should come from the provinces and how many from 
the country as a whole. 


.. Moreover they had to find a solution to the problem 
of the brief biographies(...) because, when all is said 
and done, the final task in this continuous and 
uninterrupted consultation process was coming up, 
that of drawing up those final lists of the 589 
candidates. 


.. What we wanted was to avoid politicking at all 
costs, we wanted to have a fair, really fair, process in 
which a person’s worth, a person’s personal history, 
a person’s qualities would be the deciding factor. 


There is also the question of how representative the 
candidates were. When we are talking about a very 
young man, there’s no point in talking so much about 
his qualities, most of which will only come to light 
over the course of his life but are not clear from what 
he has been able to achieve to date; but he is 
representative, he represents the students in the 
FEEM or the FEU or he is young and has recognized 
personal qualities. It was essential that any modest, 
humble citizen, one of the people, who met certain 
conditions could be a deputy to the National 
Assembly. We had to guarantee that, and if we didn’t 
guarantee that we could never talk about democracy. 
If a man or woman is extremely worthy because they 
have rendered outstanding service to their country, 
they must have the right to become a deputy: if they 
have some great talent as well as this worth, they 
must have the right to be a deputy, even though they 
are not well-known. 


...What was the principle which guided the candidacy 
commissions’ work? The constant consultation, the 
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incessant consultation, because it was necessary to 
know not only how those already elected delegates 
thought but also how those who were candidates for 
delegates thought. They began to be asked before they 
were or were not elected. 


All of the important groups and sectors were 
questioned, workplaces were consulted, everybody 
was consulted, about a million and a half people were 
consulted, in order to create a pool of tens of 
thousands of candidates and at the end to be able to 
put forward these 1 190 candidates for the provincial 
assemblies and the 589 for the National Assembly. 


The National Candidacy Commission calculated that the 
National Assembly should be made up of 


274 grass roots candidates 
180 provincial candidates 


135 national candidates 
For a total of 589 deputies. 


The key to this whole process was consultation with the grass 
roots. 


The National Candidacy Commission also drew up the brief 
biographies with the facts about the person, and placed them in each 
municipality, at least of all those candidates who were not from the 
grass roots. 
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. a terrible problem facing the candidacy 
commissions was in which constituencies the 
candidates should stand. Because they had to be 
placed somewhere. There was no problem with the 
grass roots delegates, they lived there, they were 
elected in the electoral district in the municipality, 
and this presented no problem; but the candidates 
for the National Assembly who were drawn from the 
provinces or who were nationally well-known figures 
or who belonged to the category that we called 
national had to be placed somewhere. Where should 
they be placed? The commissions did everything 
possible to place them in the municipality where they 
lived or worked or where they had something to do 
with that municipality, if they were born there or once 
worked there or something like that. However, it was 
impossible because, of course, in some areas of the 
country there were many very worthy people and 
there were not enough places to put all of these 
provincial or national candidates where they lived or 
worked. 


They did everything, I repeat, everything possible to 
put them where they lived, but for many people this 
was not possible. As you know each municipality has 
the right to at least two deputies and there are small 
municipalities who have the right to two, one 
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 CANDIDATOS A DIPUTADOS 
__ ALA ASAMBLEA NACIONAI 


| GANDIDATOS A DELEGADOS 
"ALA ASAMBLEA PROVINC! 


> 


| 


necessarily was from there and the other necessarily 
had to come from outside... 


The National Candidacy Commission also had 
important people to redistribute. Were all these 
important figures, if they were very well-known, very 
famous, to come from the same district? No, they 
could not, they had to be redistributed... 


.. the selection system, the principle that the people 
nominate and the people choose, the work of the 
candidacy commissions, the excellent work of the 
candidacy commissions, although we do have to 


admit that exceptionally there were some mistakes, 
the work of the municipal assemblies that approved 
the candidacy, after careful consultation, is the 
genesis for the united vote. This is the rationale for 
the vote not to be dispersed, for the vote be indivisible, 
for it to be concentrated, that it be unitary, that the 
vote support the people’s candidates and that the vote 
elect the people’s candidates. This is exactly the way 
things have been done. These principles provide the 
moral force and the basis for the united vote. The 
people have understood this. 


We require 20 000 votes for our comrades that do not 
appear in the papers every day. Comrades that have 
worked modestly, humbly, with self-denial for years, 
and nobody knows about them. How can they acquire 
20 000 votes, if the patriotic vote, if the revolutionary 
vote does not support them, and support them in a 
concentrated united way? We could not elect them, 
our wonderful system would break down; a system 
that has such a sound moral foundation. Because we 
would fail to understand that being finicky and start 
choosing one by one and voting only for the 
well-known, would be to deny the vote to these 
wonderful comrades. 


33 


To avoid competition among comrades that had great merits 
and similar possibilities, we did not propose any reserve candidates, 
rather we proposed the exact number for the National Assembly. 
Thus the elector had the opportunity to vote for one, two, three or 
none or all the candidates. | 


To become a deputy of the National Assembly of People’s 
Power and a delegate to the provincial assembly, it is necessary to 
obtain more than 50 percent of the valid votes cast in the locality 
where one is a candidate. 


.. If there are seven candidates on two ballots, the 
citizen is entitled to cast seven votes; nothing has 
been taken away from the citizens, they have been 
given more votes. They no longer have the dilemma 
of having to choose if there are two, three or four good 
comrades. If they are all good people it is not 
necessary to say: Why should I reject this one, or that 
one, or the one who has such a good background, who 
is worthwhile, who is young, who in the future could 
be of great value to the country, etc.? They now have 
more rights, more options, but these are their 
options, nothing is being taken away from them, they 
have more rights, more votes. 


Of course, the candidate has to get more than half 
the votes. This is the primary requisite; obtain more 
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than half the valid votes cast. It is this requisite of 
having to obtain more than half the votes, a requisite 
which is quite democratic, which complicates the 
| electoral process. This can cause inconveniences, 
problems, injustices, inequities; but these are the 
| inequities of capitalism in which the candidates 
generally have large fortunes. 
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CANDIDATES AND ELECTORATE 


.. the vote is the most efficient and merciful instrument that 
men have developed for the conduct of their affairs. 
José Marti 


As of the first days of February there were meetings of 
the people with the candidates for elections to be held 
on the 24th of the same month. 

The national, provincial and municipal candidacy nominating 


committees were charged with this task; at this stage 
introducing the candidates to the population. 


These activities were carried out in all the municipalities; a step 


that was quite new to the electoral process, which in 
fact became an occurrence of great popular significance. 


.. nobody knew what these campaigns would be like 
and we have had to develop the process as we went 
along. 


.. it was the candidates who learnt much from the 
people; with their creativity, what they would do, how 
they organized themselves and prepared things. 


In our tour we turned up at many places 
unexpectedly. At one factory we had to stand on a 
stool to address the workers, fortunately we had one 
of those cordless microphones(...). At another place 
we had to stand on some prefabricated blocks, then 
in the courtyard of two factories; somewhere else on 
the sidewalk, on a ladder, on the slope of a hill, from 
a store with a raised floor facing the street. We would 
stop anywhere, always improvising, no specially 
prepared platforms or sites. 


Formality went by the board. People would hug, congratulate 
and praise the candidates to the National and provincial assemblies. 
There would be simple ceremonies at a construction outfit, at a 
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military unit, health centers, sugar mills, at scientific, cultural and 
educational institutions, in the CDRs, in fact, in any corner of the 
country where people would meet to exchange ideas. Places where 
both candidates and the electors would end up overcome with 
emotion. 


We neither presume, nor should we try to obtain 
anything through pressure or coercion, but rather 
through persuasion on what had to be done and how 
to do it. (...) We wanted to perfect our electoral 
system, not complicate it, nor lead it up a blind alley, 
but rather lead it to true perfection. 
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.. The revolutionary and patriotic vote should neither 
be divided nor dispersed, because quite apart from 
the inconveniences, it could lead to great injustices. 


.. it could lead to other problems: we would have to 
look for other candidates and then we would have to 
see if those candidates are better known; and the 
revolutionary election process in our country is not 
to elect well-known personalities but to elect people 
of worth... 


And the people gave their verdict: 


There is nothing to add, my vote will be the 
cross in the circle: For all! 


There are doctors, teachers, workers, 
engineers, but above all there is fidelity to the 
country. 


I’m proud that a group of sports people are 
on the voter’s lists as aspiring candidates for 
seats in the National Assembly. 


These election are not like anything in the 


pa St. Before, the streets were papered with posters of the mayors, 
they promised much, but once they were in power they did nothing. 


These candidates are the best of the people. We 
ourselves nominated them. 


Out of the popular vote will come the 
deputies to the National Assembly. Our candidates 
have the worth, ability and the revolutionary 
history to assume this exalted responsability. 

The work centers and the schools held meetings where 


thousands of Cubans gave their backing to the elections and to the 
people’s candidates. 


The young also gave their support to this unprecedented event 
in the history of Cuba; numerous celebrations went on into the night 
throughout the country. 
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Just the same as other candidates for deputy to the National 
Assembly and provincial delegates, Fidel toured district No. 7 in 
Santiago de Cuba, where he was nominated, and visited other 
districts in the capital. 
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THIS FEBRUARY 24 


National days should not be neglected. Therein lies the public 
spirit. Therein lie future victories... 
José Marti 


At dawn, to the sound of the mambi bugle, another February 24 
was born, when once again the Cubans obeyed José Marti’s call for 


unity some 98 years ago. This time, 7 852 364 people, 
representing 99.57 percent of the electorate, made their way 
to the ballot boxes. Of this number, as many as 6 939 894 electors 


voted for all the candidates, which represented 95.06 percent 
of the valid votes cast. The remaining percent chose to vote 
selectively. 


DELEGADOS A LA ASAMALEA PROVINCLAL 
24 DE FEBRERO OE 198) 


\omicwociones Daca rater 


1 El elector tiana davecho a voter par une, por varion a par todos las candidatos. 


2) Si denen vot todor los candidawe ascribe une X on ef ciraula Que aparece 
an el encabarafmanta da le boiwta. 


2) Si dese voter salemane: por uno 0 verion candidatos y 90 por todos tor da te 
(mea, @mcriba una X dentro del cusdro situade ala derecha dal nombre y apallides 
dal candidata o candidates que amlecciona 


‘Sardn alagicas todos ins qua obtangan mds ce la mitad de low votes viélidos. 


BOLETA ELECTORAL 


PARA VOTAR POR TODOS LOS CANDIOATOS BASTA CON PONER 
LA CAUZ SOLAMENTE EN EL CIRCULO 


v 


CANDIDATOS 


i DOSS 


Colegio Electoral No 


| 


Nationally, the blank and spoiled ballots represented for 


deputies 
tothe National 7.03% and provincial 7.16% 


Assembly delegates 


Final official results, confirmed and validated by National 
Electoral Commission: 
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VOTERS WHO WENT TO THE POLLS 


Provinces Registered voters Those who 

at elections’ close voted 
Pinar del Rio $15 862 $10 551 
City of Havana 1 640 703 1 607 173 
Havana 512 270 $03 211 
Matanzas 484 810 476 600 


Cienfuegos 282 831 281 053 
Villa Clara 618 398 613 616 


Sancti Spfritus 330 210 327 697 
Ciego de Avila 278 157 276 274 
Camagliiey 543 723 $37 557 
Las Tunas 356 668 356 172 
Holguin 732 806 718 859 
Granma 564 106 560 846 
Santiago de Cuba 699 654 692 228 
Guanténamo 336 664 333 471 
Isle of Youth 58 308 57 056 
TOTAL 7 886 039° 7 852 364 


* 7955 170 - 69 131= 7 886 039 
Observations: The total number of registered voters at the elections’ close (7 886 039) does not include the 69 131 voters who voted 
outside the districts (V.O.D.) in which they reside. 


ELECTION OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DEPUTIES 


Provinces Those who Valid % Of the valid votes 
voted votes single  % partial 
vote vote 
Pinar del Rio 510551 476 732 93,38 457 157 95,89 19 575 
City ef Havana 1607173 1370319 85,26 1241962 90,63 128 357 
Havana 503 211 439 570 87,35 403 853 94,15 25 717 
Matanzas 476 600 443 346 93,02 419 307 94,58 24 039 
Cienfuegos 281 053 266 926 94,97 255 108 95,57 11 818 
Villa Clara 613 616 571 299 93,10 543 732 95,07 28 167 
Sanct{ Spiritus 327 692 314 695 96,03 300 896 95,62 13 799 
Ciego de Avila 276 274 264 514 95,74 251 788 95,19 12 726 
Camagiiey 537 557 510 574 94,98 485 815 95,15 24 759 
Las Tunas 356 172 349 534 98,14 343 743 98,34 5791 
Holguin 718 815 686 332 95,48 661 487 96,38 24 845 
Granma 560 846 553 053 98,61 544 002 98,36 9051 
Santiago de Cuba 692 228 673 355 97,27 652 055 96,84 21300 
Guanténamo 333 471 326 699 97,97 319 181 97,70 7518 
Isle of Youth 57 056 53 681 94,08 50°408 93,90 3 273 
TOTAL 7852315 7300629 92,97 6939894 95,06 360 735 


ELECTIONS OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DEPUTIES (CONTINUED) 


Provinces Those who Valid % Blank Spoiled 

voted votes ballots ballots 
Pinar del Rfo $10 551 476 732 93,38 21 363 12 456 
City of Havana 1607163 1370319 85,26 70 596 166 258 
Havana 503 211 439 570 87,35 22 575 41 066 
Matanzas 476 600 443 346 93,02 15 825 17 429 
Cienfuegos 281 053 266 926 94,97 8 081 6 046 
Villa Clara 613 616 571 299 93,10 24 170 18 147 
Sanctf Spiritus 327 692 314 695 96,03 8 052 4945 
Ciego de Avila 276 274 264514 95,74 7114 4 646 
Camagiiey 537 557 510 574 94,98 14 284 12 699 
Las Tunas 356 172 349 534 98,14 4566 2072 
Holguin 718 815 686 332 95,48 20 186 12 297 
Granma 560 846 553 053 98,61 5 444 2349 
Santiago de Cuba 692 228 673 335 97,27 104 74 8 399 
Guanténamo 333 471 326 699 97,97 4231 2541 
Isle of Youth 57 056 53 681 94,08 1 637 1 738 
TOTAL 7852315 7300629 92,97 238 598 313 088 


ELECTION OF PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY DELEGATES 


Provinces Those who Valid % Of the valid votes 
voted votes Single % Partial 
vote vote 
Pinar del Rfo 510 551 476 646 93,36 457 732 96,03 18914 
City of Havana 1607173 1366027 85,00 1241422 90,88 124 605 
Havana 503 211 438 714 87,18 410 729 93,62 27 985 
Matanzas 476 600 442 525 92,85 418 339 94,53 24 186 
Cienfuegos 281 053 266 364 94,77 255 310 95,85 11 054 
Villa Clara 613 616 570 944 93,05 $42 262 94,98 28 682 
Sanctf Spiritus 327 695 314 570 95,99 299 773 95,30 14 797 
Ciego de Avila 276 274 264 369 95,69 251 075 94,97 13 294 
Camagiey 537 557 509 774 94,83 480 184 94,20 29 590 
Las Tunas 356 172 349 375 98,09 342 734 98,10 6 641 
Holguin 718 859 685 794 95,40 658 359 96,00 27 435 
Granma 560 846 $52 862 98,58 544 168 98,43 8 694 
Santiago de Cuba 692 228 672 544 97,16 653 211 97,13 19 333 
Guanténamo 333 471 326 477 97,90 319 019 97,72 7 458 
TOTAL 7795 306 7236985 92,84 6874317: 94,99 362 668 


ELECTION OF PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY DELEGATES (CONTINUED) 


Provinces Those who Valid % Of the valid votes 
voted votes Blank % Spoiled 
ballots ballots 
Pinar del Rfo $10 551 476 646 93,36 21278 4,17 12 627 
City of Havana 1607173 1366027 85,00 73 480 4,57 167 666 
Havana $03 211 438 714 87,18 22 812 4,53 41 685 
Matanzas 476 600 442 525 92,85 16 387 3,44 17 688 
Cienfuegos 281 053 266 364 94,77 8 556 3,04 6 133 
Villa Clara 613 616 570 944 93,05 24 132 3,93 18 540 
Sancti Spfritus 327 695 314 570 95,99 8 099 2,47 5 026 
Ciego de Avila 276 274 264 369 95,69 7235 2,62 4670 
Camagiiey 537 557 509 774 94,83 15 058 2,80 12 725 
Las Tunas 356 172 349 375 98,09 4737 1,33 2 060 
Holguin 718 859 685 794 95,40 21 130 2,94 11 935 
Granma 560 846 552 862 98,58 5 663 1,01 2 321 
Santiago de Cuba 692 228 672 544 97,16 11 168 1,61 8 516 
Guantdnamo 333 471 326 477 97,90 4463 1,34 2 531 
TOTAL 7795306 7236985 92,84 244 198 3,13 314 123 


Note: In some provinces there was an insignificant number of people who turned up at the polls but failed to 
deposit one or both ballots in the ballot box. Such people have been considered not to have exercised their 
right to vote, given the voluntary nature of this right. This accounts for the small differences between the 
figure in the first column of the election of deputies to the National Assembly and the first column of the 
election of delegates to the provincial assemblies. 
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I was confident about the people’s reaction and I was 
confident about how they would behave, but the 
results have surpassed anyone’s expectations, not 
just quantitatively but qualitatively. The fighting 
spirit, the enthusiasm, the happiness of the people, 
the satisfaction of having written this page in history, 
for having been the main protagonist of this page. 


The quality of this whole process is what impresses 
me most, and that’s why Havana is so impressive, 
despite the fact that it was the city with the lowest 
number of votes cast and fewest for the united vote. 
I’m impressed with Havana because here the 
patriots, the revolutionaries, the cadres, gave their 
all. They waged the hardest battle and they fought 
admirably to the end and in the short time available 
they moved everywhere. That’s why we have to admire 
the behavior of the cadres and the behavior of the 
patriots, and the revolutionaries and the people of 
Havana who, in the vast majority, are patriots and 
revolutionaries. 


So, even where the poorest results were expected for 
the Revolution, the Revolution has also won a 
resounding and overwhelming victory. 


An uncountable number of voting places were opened, more 
than in December 1992, to guarantee that each citizen of voting age 
(16 years and over) could place his or her ballot, even if they were in 
hospital, traveling to another province or mobilized on agricultural 
or defense work. 


People were kept up to date with the election process through 
radio, television and the press. The population could find out how 
the voting was progressing in even the remotest spots of the country, 
which province was on line to finish first and so on. People were able 
to hear interviews with electors, deputies and delegates, and witness 
the vote count. 


Journalists from Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Colombia, Ecuador, Finland, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Peru, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Spain, 
Sweden and the United States, came to Cuba to cover the February 
24 general elections. 


The vote counts were held in each voting place in public and as 
many voters as chose to could observe the count. 


The Cubans gave one more lesson of patriotic unity, not just by 
casting their vote, but when their enthusiasm overflowed afterwards. 
On each block and in every work center, they shared their feelings 
and commitment to work with the national deputies and the 
provincial delegates. 
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Whoever has heard of dignity, whoever has heard of 
freedom, whoever has heard of honor, whoever has 
heard of equality, whoever has heard of social justice, 
whether they have experienced it or not, would never 
resign themselves to living without it at any cost. 


That period brought many sufferings to our people, 
which became the fruit of those struggles. But we 
have known the fruits of an independent nation, a 
victorious nation, a victorious Revolution which has 
done so many things in such a short time. It has 
transformed the country, it has transformed people’s 
consciences, it has transformed the people in such a 
short time. It has enabled an illiterate population to 
call themselves a true people today, with tens of 
thousands of scientists, a power in medicine, a power 
in science and, let me just add, a power in heroism, a 
power in courage, a power in dignity, a power in 
revolutionary awareness. 


THE SEED IS NOW A TREE 


The dream has come true, and the seed is now a tree. The 
Cubans are not a horde, a herd, or a hamlet. Together they 
love, together they work: together they triumph... 

José Marti 


Article 135 of the Electoral Law states within 15 days after the 
election of delegates to the provincial assemblies, these should meet 
of their own accord at the time and place agreed by the outgoing 
provincial assembly and the Council of State, in order to convene the 
new provincial assemblies. This requirement was fulfilled on March 
17, 1993 in each one of the country’s provinces. 


In line with the Electoral Law, each provincial assembly, at the 
proposal] of its candidacy commission, elects its own 
president and vice president through a secret 


ballot. The secretary is appointed. These meetings take the same 
form as those for the municipal assemblies. 


The 1190 delegates elected throughout the country have 
the main task of complying with and enforcing the 
laws passed by the higher levels of government; 
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to approve and control the plan for the 
province and its budget; 


to take part in the drawing up and control of the 
budget and the State’s technical-economic 
plan; 


to determine the organization and functioning of 
those bodies in charge of the province’s economic, service, 
educational, health, cultural and sporting 
activities; 


to APpFrove the creation and organization of the P. eople’s 
Councils as proposed by the municipal assemblies; 


to strengthen law and order and the 
country’ s defense capacity. 


Fach province left its distinctive mark on the convening of its 
assembly, either through the historic site chosen for the meeting or 
the extra activities undertaken. Everywhere could be felt the 
solemnity of the occasion, the patriotic sentiment, the high level of 
preparation and, of course, broad popular support. 
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VOTES OF CONFIDENCE 


Those functionaries honored with the trust of their fellow 
citizens, will find in this fresh encouragement for the 
fulfilment of their duty... 

José Marti 


March 15, 1993. In line with the provisions made in the 
Constitution of the Republic, the National Assembly of People’s 


Power was convened as the highest body of state 
power. This is the only assembly in Cuba to have 
both constituent and legislative authority. 


A consultation process with the recently elected deputies and 
representatives of the grass roots organizations was carried out by 
the National Candidacy Commission, in order to hear their opinions 
and for proposals to be made with a view to electing the heads of 
government and the Council of State. 


The oath sworn by the deputies to the National Assembly of 
People’s Power was read out by Barbara Yadira Mellado, the 
youngest member of that body. 


“We swear: 


”To remain loyal to the country; 
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”To observe and enforce the Constitution, laws and other legal 
norms; 


”To act as a loyal servant of the people and the community, 
under whose command I place myself; 


”To correctly fulfill the obligations imposed upon me by the post 
for which I have been elected; 


”And if I break this oath in any way, may those who so elected 
me bring action to bear against me. ” 


Of the 589 deputies elected by popular vote on February 24, 578 
were present at the meeting, which represents an attendance of 
98.1 percent. They were the ones responsible for unanimously 


electing Ricardo Alarcén de Quesada 
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: 
president of the National Assembly (578 votes, 
100 percent) in a direct and secret ballot. Jaime 
Crombet Hernandez-Baquero (575 votes, 99.48 
percent) was elected vice president and Ernesto 


Suarez Méndez (574 votes, 99.3 percent) was chosen to serve 
as secretary for a legislative period of five years. 


Our method has really been new, original and within 
the framework of a single party system... 


.. It is out of this original process, this hitherto 
unheard of process that the new National Assembly 
has arisen. 
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Exactly the same consultation process took place for 


«this. The candidacy commissions went to all the 


deputies to ask their opinions, went to the grass roots 
organizations to get their point of view and also 
consulted with the Party leadership... 


By 
ees 


It has been amply demonstrated that we are a people 
made in the mold of heroes, that we are a truly 
revolutionary people, that we have a high level of 
education.“The.simple fact that there are 441 
university graduates in this Assembly gives an idea 
of the scope of the Revolution and it gives an idea of 
how far we have advanced. By the same token, this is 
demonstrated by the number of women and blacks in 
the Assembly. All of these factors give an inkling of 
the incredible advances of our people during these 
years of the Revolution, an expression of the 
disappearance of inequality and discrimination... 


What the candidacy commissions and the people 
sought was quality. 


i. deputies havea dual responsability: they represent 
the district and the municipality, and they represent 
the nation... 


.. Now we have a National Assembly with great 
authority. It was a strong National Assembly before 
but now its authority is even greater as a result of this 
direct election process, and as a result of this process 
of contact with the electorate... 


From among these deputies, the new Council of 


State was also elected. This is made up of one president, 
one first vice president, five vice presidents, one secretary and 23 
members. 


In a unanimous vote, Fidel Castro Ruz and 
Raul Castro Ruz were reelected president and 
first vice president respectively. 


ELECTION RESULTS FOR LEADERS AND MEMBERS 
‘OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE 


Position Name Votes % 
President Fidel Castro Ruz 578 100 
First Vice President Rail Castro Ruz 578 100 
Vice President: Juan Almeida Bosque 577 99,82 
Abelardo Colomé Ibarra 576 99,65 
Carlos Lage Davila 578 100 
Esteban Lazo Hernandez 574 99,30 
José Ram6n Machado Ventura 566 97,92 


ELECTION RESULTS FOR LEADERS AND MEMBERS 
OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE (CONTINUED) 


Position 


Secretary 


Members 


Name 


José M. Miyar Barrueco 


Luis Abreu Mejias 
Hip6lito Abril Santos 
Enith Alerm Prieto 

José Ram6n Balaguer Cabrera 
Sixto Batista Santana 
Concepcién Campa Huergo 
Senén Casas Regueiro 
Osmany Cienfuegos Gorriaran 
Carlos Dotres Martinez 
Juan Escalona Reguera 
Vilma Espin Guillois 
Armando Hart Davalos 
Orlando Lugo Fonte 

Pedro Miret Prieto 

Eslinda Orozco Moreno 
Felipe Pérez Roque 
Marcos Portal Leén 

Abel Prieto Jiménez 
Roberto Robaina Gonzalez 
Ulises Rosales del Toro 
Pedro Ross Leal 

Rosa Elena Simeon Negrin 
Nelson Torres Pérez 


Votes 


576 


575 
575 
574 
373 
561 
576 
566 
575 
574 
560 
573 
567 
566 
568 
575 
573 
575 
575 
571 
576 
569 
571 
576 


% 


99,65 


99,48 
99,48 
99,30 
99,13 
97,05 
99,65 
97,92 
99,48 
99,30 
96,88 
99,13 
98,09 
97,92 
98,26 
99,48 
99,13 
99,48 
99,48 
98,78 
99,65 
98,44 
98,78 
99,65 


Our Council of State is inconceivable without 
representation from the grass roots, without 


representatives from the People’s Councils, another 
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wonderful innovation implemented in the People’s 
Power system. 


The Candidacy Commission thought it was essential 
to have a prominent doctor from among all the 
prominent doctors in the country. Now, it’s 
impossible that those 589 delegates could have all the 
necessary information to know which doctor it should 
be; the Candidacy Commission had to get to work 
looking for someone with the right qualities, the right 
person to nominate. The same thing with a 
prominent educator or a prominent youth leader who 
would embody both the feelings, wishes and be 
representative of the students who have played such 
a vital role in this process. But these people did not 
necessarily have to be known to all the deputies. What 
I’m saying is that the candidacy commission couldn’t 
let itself be swayed simply by the mathematics of 
those whose names had been put forward the most 
times. 


Among its many functions, the National Assembly of People’s 
Power agrees on constitutional reforms; 
approves, modifies or repeals laws and puts them to 
the public when it is deemed necessary; debates and 
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approves national economic and social 
development plans and the state budget; 


additionally, the National Assembly sets the monetary 
and credit system; 


approves the general line of domestic and 
foreign policy; 


declares states of war and approves peace 
treaties; 


establishes and modifies the country’s 
political-administrative divisions; 


elects the president, vice president and 
remaining judges to the Supreme People’s Court, 
and appoints the attorney general and deputy 
attorney generals of the Republic; 


grants amnesties; 


oversees the state and government bodies; 


repeals and modifies those agreements or 
rulings of the local People’s Power bodies 


67 


which violate the Constitution, the law, 
decrees and so on. 

The Council of State represents the National Assembly 
of People’s Power nationally and internationally between sessions. 


It has a collegiate structure and its main functions are: 


to arrange when the National Assembly’s 
extraordinary sessions should be held; 


to set the date for elections; 
to exercise legislative initiative; 


to appoint and remove, at the president’s proposal, 
Cuba’s diplomatic representatives to other 
countries and to approve or reject diplomatic 
representatives from other states; 


to impart general instructions to the 
courts; 


to grant pardons; 


to ratify or denounce international 
treaties; 
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to suspend those rulings of the Council of 
Ministers and the local People’s Power 
assemblies which are not in line with the constitution or the 


law. 


In the case of the following powers, it must gain approval from 
the National Assembly if it wishes to: 


issue decrees; 


order mass mobilization when this is 
necessary for the defense of the country, to 
declare war in the case of aggression and to 
agree to peace; 


substitute, at the president’s proposal, members of 
the Council of Ministers. 


..they have also given the people of this small 
country, a country so often accused of being a 
satellite, a chance to shéw their worth. They wanted 
to see a satellite where there was really a sun, and 
today, our people and our Revolution shine not like 
a planet but like a star in a darkened sky. 
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